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The Construction and Application of the
Agricultural Households Survey System in
Taiwan: From the Japanese Colonial Period
to the Formation of Republic of China

Lin Pei-Hsin
Research Fellow of Center for Haishan Research of NTPU

[Abstract)

Togo Minoru advocated that various agricultural surveys must be
carried out to formulate a reasonable agricultural policy in Taiwan,
of which was mainly based on the self-sufficiency theory of food
and raw materials from the Japanese Empire before World War II.
After the institutionalization of the Farmers’ Association System
and using the Southern Expansion Doctrine as an opportunity, the
Agricultural and Industrial Affairs Bureau of Taiwan Sotokufu
launched a comprehensive survey of Taiwan’s agriculture since 1920,
where it had been executed three times until the end of the Japanese
colonial period. The results from this series of surveys made clear
of Taiwan’s rural labor force, family income, and expenditure at that
time, and also showed that these factors had a profound influence on
the colonial government’s agricultural policy filing. Furthermore,
the agricultural households survey on technology that was planned
by Taiwan Sotokufu and was also used by the government of the
Republic of China, of which are still in use today, was executed five
times. Through the implementation of the same survey, it not only
investigated the rural conditions in Taiwan during the period of World
War II, but also helped to implement the economic construction of the

government of the Republic of China in the future.
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